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because it was composed of her husband's bishops; secondly
she solemnly declared that the marriage with Arthur had never
been a true marriage, for it had never been consummated.
She appealed to Henry to confirm that fact, and Henry did not
contradict her. She then announced her intention of appealing
to Rome.
For five weeks the trial dragged on, turning upon the point
of the validity of the original marriage. Meanwhile Catherine's
appeal had reached Rome, and on June 13 Clement sent word
revoking the whole case to his own court. But before the
order reached England the legatine court had been adjourned
on July 23, as being the last day before the legal vacation of
the Roman courts.
Wolsey's Fall: the Advent of Cromwell. It was clear
that no decision could be reached that year, and that Clement
was still playing for delay. Campeggio left Dover on Friday,
October 8, a year after he had landed. His luggage was
searched in vain for the Decretal Bull; he sailed, and on the
morrow the chief law officer of the Crown indicted Wolsey
for having broken the Statute of Prsemunire by exercising
legatine authority. The accusation was monstrous—Praemunire
only applied to the introduction of Papal orders without the
consent of the King, and Wolsey had been Legate under the
authority of Henry's own Great Seal for fifteen years. Wolsey
resigned the Chancellorship, the greater part of his property
was taken from him, and he retired from court. Henry still
tried to keep in touch with his fallen friend, but he only dared
to do so secretly, for Anne's influence was all-powerful over
him, and he feared it.
To Wolsey succeeded as the chief figure in England a certain
Thomas Cromwell, who was the true author of the revolutionary
acts which followed. This naan(was the son of a public-house
keeper in Putney; he had become a soldier of fortune, served
on the Continent, got into the service of a financial house
abroad, became a moneylender, and while he was accumu-
lating a considerable fortune in England on his return had
\forked as an agent of Wolsey's for some years, notably in
examining and suppressing certain small monasteries, whose en-
dowments were to go to Wolsey's new great college at Oxford^
This adventurer fCromwell was a man of high ability, in-
defatigable, clear-headed, and though he never betrayed Wolsey
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